
West Hartford, CT to Lorton, VA Auto Train

My Exact 2-Day Route: 439 Miles, 8 Hours Driving, 1 Overnight

Hi, I’m Jim Fuhrmann from West Hartford, Connecticut. When I

drove a family friend to the Amtrak Auto Train in Lorton, VA

(November 20–22, 2025), I took this exact route — and it was perfect.

No traffic nightmares (only minor delays), beautiful scenery through

Pennsylvania farmlands and Gettysburg, and we arrived rested and

on time.

Total distance: 439 miles

Total drive time: 8 hours (spread over 2 easy days)

Why this route: Avoids NYC, Philly, Baltimore, and D.C. rush hour

completely

Here’s every turn, gas stop, hotel, and pro tip — so you can follow it

yourself or know exactly what to expect when I drive you.

Why This Route? (Avoiding DC's Notorious

Traffic)

I chose I-84 → I-81 → US-15 over the obvious I-95 because it dodges

the worst of the Northeast's traffic traps: NYC, Philly, Baltimore, and es-

pecially Washington, DC's Beltway (I-495). This route is 439 miles of

mostly scenic farmland and rolling hills—perfect for relaxed driving

with time for those little moments that make trips memorable.

The DC area is a traffic apocalypse: according to a recent NBC

Washington report, it's now one of the top 10 worst traffic cities in

the U.S., with drivers losing over 100 hours a year to congestion.

Rush hour on I-95 can add 2-3 hours to your trip, turning a 3-hour

drive into a 6-hour nightmare.
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Pro tip: Stick to US-15 through Gettysburg—it's slower but

stress-free. I-495 bypasses the Beltway entirely, saving you from

that infamous parking lot.

Day 1: West Hartford, CT to Grantville, PA (273

miles, 5 hours)

11:30 AM – Depart West Hartford

Route: I-84 W to I-81 S

I-84 W through Waterbury, Danbury to NY to PA (minor traf-

fic and construction delays in CT)

I-81 S through Scranton, Wilkes-Barre to Harrisburg area

Beautiful farmland views — much nicer than I-95

4:30 PM – Arrive Grantville, PA (Exit 80 off I-81)

Stop Address Why Stop Here

Gas Funck's Exxon

480 Bow Creek

Rd, Grantville, PA

17028

Right off exit. $3.39/gal when I

stopped.

Overnight Holiday Inn

Grantville

604 Station Rd,

Grantville, PA

17028

Right off I-81, free parking, very clean

rooms, on-site Winner's Circle

restaurant. I stayed in #317 — ask for

similar.
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Dinner: Winner's Circle Saloon (in hotel) — Classic Burger + Fries

($14). Relaxed after 5 hours driving.

Top 7 Hotels in Grantville, PA (I-81 Exit 80)

These are ranked by proximity to I-81, value, and guest ratings. All

are within 2 miles of the highway. I stayed at the Holiday Inn

Grantville (#1) — highly recommend for its location, super clean

rooms, welcoming atmosphere, and on-site restaurants.

Hotel Name Distance/Drive

Time

Avg.

Nightly

Rate

(2026

Est.)

Why It's Great

Holiday Inn

Grantville

(Best Overall Pick)

0.1 miles

1 min

$125–

$165

Right off I-81 Exit

80; free parking,

on-site Winner's

Circle restaurant

(great burgers),

clean rooms. I

stayed here Nov

2025 — room #317.

4.2/5: "Perfect

highway stop."

Hampton Inn &

Suites

Harrisburg/Grantville

(Best Value)

0.3 miles

1 min

$110–

$150

Closest to exit; free

hot breakfast,

indoor pool,

modern rooms.

4.4/5: "Clean, quiet,

perfect for I-81

overnight."
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Comfort Inn & Suites

Harrisburg-Hershey

North

(Best for Comfort)

1.1 miles

3 min

$115–

$155

Suites with

microwaves/fridges,

free breakfast,

fitness center. 4.3/5:

"Spacious rooms,

great highway

access."

Quality Inn

Harrisburg - Hershey

Area

(Budget Pick)

0.4 miles

2 min

$85–

$125

Affordable, free

continental

breakfast, clean

basics. 4.0/5: "No-

frills but reliable for

one night."

Country Inn & Suites

by Radisson,

Harrisburg North, PA

(Best for Families)

1.9 miles

4 min

$120–

$160

Free hot breakfast,

indoor pool,

spacious rooms.

4.3/5: "Kid-friendly,

easy I-81 access."

Best Western

Grantville Hershey

(Reliable Chain)

0.2 miles

1 min

$105–

$145

Free breakfast,

fitness center, pet-

friendly. 4.2/5:

"Consistent quality,

good for long

drives."

Days Inn by

Wyndham

Harrisburg North

(Cheapest Option)

1.6 miles

3 min

$75–

$110

Basic but clean,

free breakfast, near

Hollywood Casino.

3.9/5: "Good for

budget-conscious

travelers."
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Day 2: Grantville, PA to Lorton, VA (149 miles, 3

hours)

8:00 AM – Depart Grantville

Route: I-81 S (5 miles) to I-83 S to I-76 W to US-15 S to I-270/I-495

to I-95 S

I-83 S to I-76 W (short 10-mile connector)

US-15 S (68 miles through Gettysburg — scenic highlight!)

I-270 spur to I-495 S (bypass D.C.) to I-95 S to Lorton

11:00 AM – Arrive Lorton Auto Train Station

8006 Lorton Road, Lorton, VA 22079

Route Highlights & Must-See Moments

🇺🇸 US-15 South through Gettysburg (1.5 hours)

Rolling Pennsylvania hills, historic markers, apple orchards.

Much prettier than interstate driving.

🙏 "Blessed Mother" Statue (US-15 near Emmitsburg, MD)

Huge white statue on Mount St. Mary's hillside — impossible to

miss heading south. My passenger got emotional seeing it.

Deeply moving moment.
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🌉 American Legion Bridge (I-270 to I-495)

Crosses Potomac River into Virginia. Last big landmark before

Lorton.

Total Trip Cost Breakdown (My Actual November

20-22, 2025 Expenses)

Category Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Total

Gas $34.83 $0 $0 $34.83

Tolls $0 $0 $0 $0

Hotel $130.76 $134.52 $0 $265.28

Meals $26.78 $29.67 $18.12 $74.57

Ubers (Taxis) $0 $10.57 $30.97 $41.54

Train (My Return Home) $0 $0 $354 $354

Total $192.37 $174.76 $403.09 $770.22

Note: When I drive you + your car from CT to Lorton (or back), you

cover my exact expenses ($700–$800 est.). You cover your own ex-

penses (Auto Train tickets, hotel, meals).

Pro Tips for This Exact Route

✅ Navigation: Waze for traffic + Google for rural

Waze: I-84, I-81, I-495 (real-time police/traffic alerts)
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Google: US-15 Gettysburg (more reliable offline)

Pro tip: Download both apps before leaving CT

Leave CT between 10:00 AM -11:00 AM (allow for

traffic/construction) and arrive Grantville by 4–5 PM

Leave Grantville by 8:00 AM (allow for traffic/construction) and ar-

rive Lorton between 11:00 AM and noon

Print directions plus pick up free US road map at your local AAA

office (backup for spotty cell service)

Download offline Google Maps for I-81 (spotty service in PA hills)

US-15 through Gettysburg has no services for 40 miles — stop for

gas in Thurmont, MD if needed

Holiday Inn Grantville books up — reserve 2–3 weeks ahead

I-495 bypasses D.C. completely — no Beltway traffic!

Arrive Lorton with ¼ tank gas for Auto Train loading

This route is so reliable, I'd drive it with my own parents. If you'd

rather relax while I handle it, just say the word.

Safe travels 😊🙏

Jim Fuhrmann

West Hartford, Connecticut

📱 Call/Text: 860-249-1341

✉️ Email: jim@jimfuhrmann.com

📚  VMIPub: @JimFuhrmann

References happily provided!
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